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SECRET ROME 7675 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PARM, TCH, IT 

SUBJECT: ITALIAN NPT RATIFICATION 

REF: BONN 8718 

1. WE ARE NOT SURPRISED BY THE LINE WHICH ITALIAN FONOFF POLITICAL 
DIRECTOR DUCCI TOOK IN CONVERSATION WITH HIS FRG COUNTER- 
PART VAN WELL CONCERNING GOI INTENTIONS TOWARD NPT RATIFICATION 
(REFTEL). THE FOREIGN OFFICE HERE IN CONVERSATION WITH US OVER 
THE PAST YEAR OR MORE HAS VARIOUSLY USED BOTH THE PARLIAMENTARY 
AND NON-RATIFICATION BY CERTAIN MEDITERRANEAN STATES ARGUMENTS, IN 
ADDITION TO OTHERS, TO EXPLAIN ITALIAN LACK OF ENTHUSIASM IN 
PROCEEDING WITH THE RATIFICATION PROCESS. WE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN 
ASSURED, DESPITE THESE MISGIVINGS, THAT THE GOI INTENDS TO 
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FULFILL ITS COMMITMENTS, ALBEIT ACCORDING TO ITS OWN RATIFICATION 
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SCHEDULE WHICH REQUIRES SEPARATE AND PRELIMINARY RATIFICATION OF 
SAFEGUARDS AGREEMENT. WE HAVE OCCASIONALLY SUSPECTED, HOWEVER, 
AS FRG FONOFF DISARMAMENT DIRECTOR REMARKED TO BONN 
EMBOFF (PARA 4, REFTEL), THAT FARNESINA EXCUSES FOR DELAY IN 
RATIFICATION WERE A POSSIBLE COVERUP FOR A DESIRE NOT TO RATIFY, 

OR AT LEAST TO KEEP THE OPTION OPEN AS LONG AS POSSIBLE. OUR 
IMPRESSION IS THAT THE SPECTRE OF PARLIAMENTARY OPPOSITION 
RAISED BY DUCCI IS GREATLY OVERDRAWN. WE RECALL THAT SIX 
MONTHS BEFORE THE GOI SIGNED THE NPT IN JANUARY, 1969, 

PARLIAMENT EXPRESSED ITSELF 90 PCT IN FAVOR OF THE TREATY. 

2. WHATEVER THE TRUE GOI INTENTIONS MAY BE REGARDING NPT 
RATIFICATION, WE BELIEVE WE SHOULD NOW BRING ALL REASONABLE 
PRESSURE TO BEAR ON THE ITALIANS TO SUBMIT THE TREATY TO 
PARLIAMENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. TO THIS END, WE SHOULD ALSO 
OBTAIN A CLEAR READING ON PARLIAMENTARY ATTITUDES TOWARD THE 
TREATY. CONSEQUENTLY, WE INTEND TO TAKE THE FOLLOWING STEPS 
TO TEST PARLIAMENTARY TEMPERATURE ON THIS ISSUE: A) RAISE 
SUBJECT AT THE EARLIEST CONVENIENT OCCASION WITH PRIME MINISTER 
AND FOREIGN MINISTER, WHO ARE BOTH LEADING PARLIAMENTARY 
FIGURES AS WELL AS GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, AND B) SOUND OUT 
SELECTED PARLIAMENTARIANS WHO ARE NOT NOW IN GOVERNMENT. 

3. BEFORE RAISING THE ISSUE, HOWEVER, WE WOULD APPRECIATE 
DEPARTMENT S COMMENTS ON DUCCI'S CONVICTION THAT THERE HAS BEEN 
NO INDICATION THAT DELIVERY OF AMERICAN FISSIONABLE MATERIAL WOULD 
BE AFFECTED BY DELAY IN THE RATIFICATION OF THE NPT. DEPARTMENT 

IS OF COURSE AWARE (ROME'S 6225) THAT GOI LAWYERS SEE NO URGENCY 
IN RATIFYING NPT, BUT, BELIEVE INSTEAD THAT RATIFICATION OF 
SAFEGUARDS AGREEMENT WILL ENSURE CONTINUED FLOW OF FISSIONABLE 
MATERIAL, DESPITE ICLE'S ADVICE TO ORTONA (STATE 87602 PARA 
1A & IB). IN ADDITION, AND PARTICULARLY IN THE LIGHT OF THE RECENT 
INDIAN EXPLOSION OF A NUCLEAR DEVICE, IT WOULD BE USEFUL 
FOR US TO HAVE UP TO DATE GUIDANCE ON APPROPRIATE RESPONSE TO 
DUCCI'S OBSERVATION THAT THE U.S. CONTINUES TO SUPPLY FISSIONABLE 
MATERIALS TO STATES NOT RPT NOT PARTIES TO THE NPT.BEAUDRY 
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